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8 an Introduction to the following 
Letter, it may be of ſome Uſe to 
gie a ſhort Account of the Perſon) 

Jrhae wrote it. 

His Father, Me, Overton, was "Maine 
General in the Parliament's Army. He 
was Born in the Year 1647, and Chriſtned, 
Aby the Name of Ebenezer, according to a 
Tal in that time ; that Name ſignify ing, 
gas his Father Paraphraſed it, hitherto the 
Leda helped us. When Cromwell ſet up 
L F or himſelf, he ſtood firm to the Common- 

Wealth Principle; upon which, his Com- 
miſſions were taken from him, and he was 
q fr ſome time made a Priſoner; yet tho 
this upon the Reſtoration, might ia little 
ae Matters with relation to him, he 
was for ſome ears kept a Priſone. 
This his Son upon the Ruin of his Fami- 
J aſter a good Progreſs in a vertuous Edu» 
— and the Beginnings of Literature, 
came to be very much conſidered, and to 
be acceptable in all Companies. He changed 
15 * — at Confirmation — 
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and Dice. By this he had gained great 
Sums of Money. But in the worſt of his ill 
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Benjamin, as being beſt ſaited to the com- 
mon Abridgment of ir, for he was com- 
monly called Ben. He ſoon ſhook off the 7 
Principles of all Revealed Religion, and 
allowed himſelf great Liberties in many ill 
Practiſes ; chiefly in Gaming both at Cards 


Courſes,” he retained the Principles of pub- 7 
lick Liberty and publick Juſtice. His Con- 
verſation was Lively and Entertaining, iand 
he was diſpoſed to be Generous and Chari- 7 
table; but for above thirty Years he lived 


without any. Senſe of Religion. 


It pleaſed God above Eight Years before 


his Death, to viſit him with a very ſevere Y 


Diſtemper. It was a Rheumatical Palſey, | 


and put him under great and conftant Pain, 
from which he was ſcarce ever free. Very 
ſoon after he was thus Broken, it pleaſed 
God to awaken his Conſcience, and to give 
him a ſad View of his paſt Life, his wickec 


Principles, and bad Actions; for which he 


continued to beg Mercy of God, withimany 
Prayers and Tears to the End of his Liſe. 
Fe reflected with a particular Horror on 
the ill Practiſes he had been guilty of at 
Play, and reſolved to make full Reſtitution 


to the Perſons he had wronged, as far as he 


could 


which took from him the Uſe of his Limbs, 4 
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| could ber, This aroſe to ſome thou 
ſands of Pounds. But becauſe he knew he 
had cheated in ſome inſtances, where he 


1 Canid not know the Perſons to whom he 


Lanz to make Reſtitution, he threw that 
into a Summ of ſome Hundreds, and left 
it to the Hoſpital at Greenwich. He was 
TKenſible he ought to make Reſtitution upon 
{ theConvittion of his awaken'd Conſcience : 
But his Pains and Weakneſs put him on the 
N eceſſity of a great Expence, as it diſabled 
him from all Endeavours to procure any 
Y other ſupplies, than from what he had in 
his own Poſſeſſion : This made him delay 
| choſ: Reſtitutions during his Life, and Or- 
Ader them to be made by his Will; which it 


* 1s ſuppoſed he did to = full. 


In his Sickneſs he was a changed Man 


4 in all ref pects. It is true, the Sharpneſs of 
. This R and the Quickneſs of his Spirits, 


made him on ſome Occaſions ſhew too 
much Eagerneſs and Impatience. This was 
the ſingle Infirmity that remained with 
him, and was apt to return upon him. But 


4 2 when he had given ſome vent to this, he 


7. 


3 Was ſoon appeaſed, and was ready to own 


| a Shame for his Paſſion, and to ask For- 
giveneſs 1 


He ſent oſten for ſome eminent Divines 


J of the Church, and laid his Condition 1 
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Mind freely, to fach of his old Friends as 


freely before them, and begg'd their Aſſi- 
. tance and AdvicſſmmeeaGGGG.. 


He had ſuch a ſenſe of the Publick, that 
he thought himſelf bound to ſpeak his 


came to ſee him, and becauſe that could 
not gofar, he drew up the following Letter 


about a Year ago, which he then ſhewed 
to a particular Friend; but he ſaid he in- 


tended to enlarge it, and make it much 
fuller in many Parts of it, and then to Sign 
JJ ( 7s ono ue my 

But ſince this was not done, and that 
this Paper was found by his Executors, laid 
up carefully, aſter his Death, which happen d 


out any Alteration or Commentary. God 
5 may have the good Effect he de- 
oc ends ar ads 


Grant it 
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My Good Friends, 
Have lived and am now dying, ſtedfaſtly 
fixed to the great Principles of Liberty 
both in Church and State; I have been 
—Educated in them, and have openly aſ- 
ſerted them in the whole Courſe of my Lite, 
and was ever ready to hazard every Thing in 
that Cauſe : I acted apart in the Revolution, 
and do not know, that in any one Step of 
my Life, I was wanting in my Zeal for it; 


if I was at any Time, or in any Particular 


A 4 miſtaken, 


* 


miſtaken, my Heart was always ſincerely 
ſet, to maintain our free and ancient Conſtitu- 


tion, againſt all Illegal Invaſions of Liberty 


and Property, or Tyranny over Conſcien- 
; Ces. 146 TCP 9 WET AREA A A a LT | 


And now, having my Thoughts chiefly 


turn'd towards another World, and to ſerious 


Reflections on my paſt Life, and on the Ac- = 
cqunt Nam to give to God of all my Actions. 
which Ithink cannot be at any great diſtance. 


from me. I will freely diſcharge my Conſci- 
ence to you all, upon the vifible Change that 
appears now in the greater Part of the Nati- 
on, with relation to us and toour Principles : 
And that I may lead you by ſure Steps to that 


Work am to recommend to you, I will firſt 


tell you what occurr d to my own Obſervati- 


on in my Youth, and what I then heard from 
good Obſervers, concerning the Reputation 
that the Patriots of the laſt Age were lo ge- 


nerally poſſeſs d of; that the Countries reve- 
renc d them, lov d them, and always made 
Choice of them to Repreſent them in Parlia- 
ment, 4 „ 


They were Men of Probity and Piety; 


They were for the moſt part eminently Sober 
and Modeſt; They had no ſtudied Luxury 
nor Vanity about them; thoſe of them who 
had Noble Eſtates, liv'd Generouſly, Chari- 
tably, and Hoſpitably, but yet with 1 * 
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„ 

dence and Frugality; They were Juſt in 
their Dealings, Punctual in their Payments, 
Compaſſionate to their Tenants, and kind to 
their Sexvants ; - Their Families were kept 


rder and very decently, they had 
Chaplains to Inſtruct and Over-ſee their Ser- 


vants; in a Word, they were an Honour to 
their Country, and gave a Reputation to 
WF their Principles. They had a true Regard 
to Religion, and paid a diſtinguiſhed Re- 


ſpe& to good Clergymen ; their Families 


were on the Lords-Day ſo well ordered, that 


God was worſhipped by them, in their Houſes 


as well as at Church, they themſelves retired 
continually to their Prayers, they read the 
Scriptures much, and loved toDiſcourfe of 


Religious Subjects, they looked carefully af- 
ter their Affairs, and had a competent 
Knowledge both of Law and Hiſtory as 
well as Divinity. | 


This was the Foundation of the Credit „ 


they were in, and of the Zeal that appeared 


for them in all Elections; I will not deny, 


but that upon this, many pretended to more 
Religion than they had at Heart: And to ſerve 
other Ends, not a few went Hypocritically 
into a High Profeſſion of Strictneſs, not 


without Singularity and Affectation, to poſ- 


ſeſs themſelves of the Eſteem of their Neigh- 
bours. But ſtill this had a fair Appearance, 
| and 
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and though they afterwards diſcovered t hem- 
ſelves, ſo that it appeared, that Intereſt and 


Ambition were their chief Motives, yet 
they could never have riſen up to be ſo con- 


ſiderable, but by a dextrous Imitation of 


the Vertues of the true Patriots : Not will 
I deny, but that thoſe worthy Patriots might 


in many Things have over-ſtrained Matters, 
and becauſe the High-Church in thoſe Days, 


ſeemed ſet on the overturning of all Liber- 
ty, both in Temporals and Spirituals, they 
might in ſome indifferent Things, and in 
+ fome fubtle Points of Divinity, have ſet 
themſelves too much to oppoſe them in every 
thing, and fo laid more Weight on ſome 
things than they can well bear. 5 
Another Error they might be guil of, 
which I am afraid has had very bad Effects, 
on — Os the _—_ 1 - 
They might perhaps carry Things, parti- 
# aul i the Education of their Children 
to a Strictneſs and Severity that they could 
not well bear or ſubmit to: And that meet- 
ing with the Licentiouſneſs that broke out 


every where upon the Reſtauration, they 


thereby become alienated from thoſe good 
Principles, and ſo diſguſted of them, that 
they quickly run into the much worſe and 
more dangerous Extreams of Prophaneneſs 
and Irreligion. Theſe Perſons, who paſt 
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= ( xr” } | 
3 thus from an Education that might be in- 
Aliſcreetly ſevere, into the Looſeneſs that was 
| ſo much encouraged during a late Reign; 
Yet ſtill retaining a Love of Liberty and 
Law, no ſooner ſaw the Deſigns of the 
Government againſt them, but they adhe- 
red as true Engliſhmen to the Conſtitution : 
But moſt of them ſeemed to forget that 
they were Chriſtians, and though the Inter- 
mixture of Popery, with the Defign upon 
our Liberty, made them ſhew a Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion; Yet it appeared too evi- 
dently, That this was rather an Oppoſition « 
to Popery, than a true Concern for the Re- 
* formed Religion; All Appearances of Piety 
were not only thrown up, but laughed at: 
A Favour was expreſſed to the greateſt Cor- 
ruptions in Religion, and to the moſt dete- 
ſtable Errors; and becauſe of the undue 
Heats and ill Diſpoſitions of too many of 
the Clergy, a Contempt has been caſt upon 
the Publick Worſhip of God, and even the 
Shew and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity has been 
too much laid aſide. Scandalous Practices, 
and other crying Immoralities, have been the 
Matters of common Obſervation, 
I hope theſe Things are now aggravated 
far beyond the Truth, but too much of them 
is true; and I muſt own with ſhame, that 
I my ſelf have been too guilty of a mo 
art 


* (613235 
Part of all this, for which I am now mourn- 
ing in the Preſence of GOD, and cannot 
help wiſhing to You all, that ſaving my 
Pains and other Miſeries, you may be alto- 
- gether ſuch as Iam. I; 
Do not think that I wou'd perſuade you 
to be Hypocrites, and to put on an Appear-= 
ance of Religion, when you have nothing | 
of it at Heart; no, this were to add te 
| Higheſt Degree of Wickedneſs to all your © 
other Faults : And as nothing is more dete: 
Mable in the fight of GOD than Hypocrifz ; 
. fÞ it will ſooner or later be found out, for 
no Man can act that Part long without being 
diſcovered, and then he will. become the 
Object of the General Hatred and Con- 
tempt of all Men, That which I moſt 7 
earneſtly recommend to You 1s, That you 4 
will raiſe up ſuch of the Seeds of a Re- 
ligious Education, as are not yet quite Ex- 
tinguiſhed in you, that you will apply your 
ſelves to Religion in good Earneſt ; that 
you will pray in Secret ; read the Scrip- 
tures, and receive the {ſacred Doctrines of 
the Chriſtian Faith, in the Simplicity in 
which you find them delivered to you, 
without ſetting up in Oppoſition to the Au- 
thority of Divine Revelation, the Cavils 
of the falſe Reaſonings of our defective Un- 
 derſtandings. Return, I beſeech you, ' 
| eve- 42 
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Reverence to the Worſhip of God;' to a 
Frequency at the Sacrament, and to a ſolemn 


Obſervation of the Lord's Day, as the great 
inſtituted Mean of keeping up Religion in 
the World. Such of you as are in a Condi- 


tion to keep Chaplains, chooſe them well, 
and give them Charge to Inſtruct, Admoniſn 


and Reprove your Children and Servants, that 
your Families may again look as the Families 
of your Anceſtors aid even in the Memory 
of Man. Thoſe of you who cannot keep 
Chaplains, be not aſhamed to Worſhip God 
in your Families with your Servants, and to 
Inſtru& them in Religion, or to have others 
come and Inſtruct them. Return to the 
ancient Sobriety and Vertues of your An- 
ceſtors. Live ſuitable to your Stations and 


Fortunes: Do not run into an Expence that 


cannot be maintained, but by Fraud and 


Falſehood, and that will throw you into the 


baſeſt Compl iances with thoſe who can pro- 
cure you Places and Employments. Be In- 
duſtrious and Frugal, Juſt and Honeſt, and 
firm to good Principles; this is the ſureſt as 
well as the beſt way both to Wealth and Re- 
putation, and carry this ever along with 


you. 


That Vertue and Induſtry are indiſpenſib- 
ly Neceſſary to maintain a Free Cons 
1 which 


which no s nor Conſtitution can ſecure > 
0 you by any other Methods. Examin all 
Hiſtorg, and you will find, that no free 
Nation ever loſt its Liberty, till it firſt loſt 
its Vertue. Abſolute Power may preſerve 
it felf by other Methods, but it is impoſſibte 
for Liberty to ſubſiſt long without Vertue, 
F you have departed from the Vertues and 
Piety of your Anceſtors, do not wonder if 
the Bleſſings of Heaven, which on many 
Occaſions appeared on their ſides, do no 
more follow you, nor proſper your Endea- 
= vours, even in the Service of your Country. 
Tou fee the ſtrange and the moſt in- 
credible, as well as the moſt unaccountable 
Change of the Body of the Nation. I know 
there are many concurrent Reaſons that may 
be given for it ; but how falſe ſoever the 
Aſperſions may be, that your Enemies make 
ut of to Diſgrace you with the People; and 
how well ſoever many good Pens may have 
vindicated you, yet hitherto theſe Perfor- 
: mances have not had the Effects which might 
juſtly have been expected from them. It 
remains, that inſtead of all Vindications, 
you do apply your ſelves effectually, to that 
which will both intitle you to the Bleſſing 
of God, and will again recover you the — 
Opinion and Affections of the Nation, which 
your Principles will certainly reſtore to you, 
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it your Practices 
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and without the Loſs ofmore Time, other-, 
* wiſe it may come too late for the Saving of 
the Nation, tho it can never come too late 
for the Saving of your Souls. —— 


i — _ 
you in the beſt Manner I could, and ſhall _ , © 


have made this humble Confeſſion of my own 
Errors, and offer d this earneſt Addreſs to 
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This muſt be ſet. about in ood 


J eartieſt, ® 


>. 75 * dy * 
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T have now delivered my Conſcience to 4 


go out of this World the more eaſily, that! 


R 


you all, that as you tender the Honour of 


Almighty God, and as you defire his Fa- 
vour and Protection, as you regard the Good 
and Fappineſs of your own Souls, and as 
you Love your Country and Religion, your 

7 Laws and Liberties and your Poſterity, yow 
will change the Courſe of your Lives. De- 
part from all your ill Cuſtoms and Practiſes. 
and apply your ſelves to a ſober ſerious and 

= exemplary Piety, and to a Courſe. of pure 
unblemiſhed and exemplary Morals ; that ſo 


you may Shine in your Countries, and be 


7 publick Bleſſings to all that are round about 
Jou. ; 
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